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u My Lords, 519 . DANG! * > Baisse d ines 233310 
ben 2603 | (31 1.311 7,95 
HAVE the "6g aha. Tae e ** on be- 
half of the Planters and Merchants trading to, and intereſted in, the 
trade of the Weſt Indies; and I alſo have the honour. to attend your 
Lordſhips on behalf of the Merchants trading from Liverpool: and 
as the topics to be diſcuſſed on both theſe petitions in a conſiderable 
degree mix and blend themſclyes together, I will take the liberty. of 
addreſſing your Lordſhips, at the ſame time, upon the whole Aabjeck. 
blended ang n together as it is. en boch n petitions.) 5th ni 
* f reg ho art? Aantul hen ens 
On ne ** pr3 the Meochoned 0 8 intereſted as pe 
deeply are in this moſt. valuable and important commerce, I am in- 
ſtructed to deprecate the paſſing, into a law a Bill Which, if it does ſo 
paſs, will have the effect of. deſtroying. a trade, which, has, furniſhed 
not only maintenance and ſupport to a great part of his, Majeſty's 
ſubjects, but has furniſhed a moſt ample revenue, at a time yay 
revenue is certainly no inconſiderable object of the attention | 
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ſupplying it with the greateſt body of the ableſt and beſt ſailors, 
that are drawn from any ſource from which the marine derives ſup- 


port I beg leave to fay, Hbave,to attend your Lordſhips on behalf 


* ö + . 2 / 
of perſons who offer, on their own account, and on the account of 


the public, theſe ſtrong and irreſiſtible claims to your Lordſhips? at- 


, 10 
tention. 8 


My Lade, bg rade) the, ftown(Gf Lier: hn dhe fingle 
article of ſlaves, occupies no leſs than one hundred and forty 
veſſels, which veſſels, when equipped with a proper cargo for 
Africa, are of the value (taking them upon an average) of 
12, 00 J. each; ſo that the whole of theſe ſhips, with their 
outfits, conſtitute a capital employed in the trade of at "leaſt 
1,600,000/, ; and after theſe ſhips have been employed in that trade 


and return home, in their chen Rate, and conſidering them merel 


as ſhips ubout- to be vaguig employed; they bonſtitute a capital of 
320 οο , bethguofitheraverage wald of agοον cichi The num 
ber of ſuilors employed on board theſel ſhipꝰ amounts io at leaſt five 
thouſand mem: When Ii ſay ſailors ! Linelude laridfmeny for this trade 
is a preductibe hurſtry for. ſeamen, -inafinuclh as half, the crewof 
overy ſhip ebnſtſts of landimen thin firſt beging to be educated 
in the bufineſs of ofa fufing life, and to became ſeamen. In that 
reſpect, this trade furniſhes and affords the beſt and largeſt nurſery 
for ſeamen of) any braneh of our national emmeree: On theſe 
grounds; and being, as the trade and=town'of Liverpool is, con! 
nected With the commerce” of the large manufacturmg country that 
immediately ſurtounds it; cu ected immediately with the trade of 
Mancheſter and the populous and commercial neighbourhood of that 
place; cbnnected alſo in exports with the trade of Birmingham 1 
haveto tate to your Lordſhips; that in appearing here for the Pe- 
titioners from the town of LIVerpobl ſo connected, 'I-appear here for 
2 | 
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a as" b per fons who! have at hazard; upon the determination 
Which your Loiaitips ſhallfSrtn üpon this Bill,- perhaps the largeſt 
mafs of <Eonfitnercial Theefeſy Except only that Which is hazarded by. 
anothef body of perſons for hom Falſo ſtand here, namely, the 
Merchants and. Planters of the Weſt Indies) that can pole" 
ably ve p ut in peril by iny dee e e whatever. PAL 

10 Eon 3b TOUT eri 97 7 

; "My Lords, chele perſons may, on account ve the pes e of 
their ictereſt,” certainly claim a" fight to national attention ; they 
conceive alſo that the cbmmerce leaf is not liable to any part of 
the \mputation and 0 f which has been bee caſt upon it. 
ace has for a a 


FUR conyeyance from Africa 15 the Welt Indies, has been ty ac- 
— ＋ to on their part: they have willingly complied with every 

thing that has had the ſhape of beneficial regulation, and which 
could iGſonably be fai to 500 had humanity for its object; but at 
the time when debe are reſiſting a Bill which, under the pretext of 
merely narrowing : and contracting the limits of a trade ſuggeſted to 
be too extenſive, is directly aimed at its' deſtruction (Whether that be 
the purpoſe of thoſe WhO introduce and preſs forward the preſent 
meaſure, is immaterial” to the patties who are to be the ſufferers by 
it), they feel and know, and are prepared by evidence to prove 
and to communicate to your Lordſhips* minds the ſame feeling and 
knowledge, that the inevitable conſequence of this bill, if it ſhould 
paſs into a law, will be to produce not only the total deſtruction of 
the trade in thoſe parts to which this commerce is meant to be inter- 
dicted, but a languid, ineffectual, and unprofitable continuance of 
it every where elſe. And that I may not be ſuppoſed, on their be- 
half, to launch theſe obſervations without ſufficient foundation in 
ag fact, 
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fact, I will immediately ſtate to your Lordſhips on what grounds 
the perſons employed in this trade lo, think, ſo. know, and will ſo 
prove. It is the object of this Bill, in terms indeed, to limit the. 
trade, ſo, as to exclude every, Britiſh ſubject engaged in this branch 
of commerce from all approach to that part of the continent of 
Africa which lies on the weſtern, fide of a line to be drawn from 
the ſouthernmoſt point of Cape Palmas running due north of the 
faid cape, or from entering, for the purpoſes of traffic, any river, 
creek, harbour, port, haven, or roadſtead thereof, or from 8 
1 elley here at ſea within five ayes, of the, ſaid.coaſt. . 


My Lords, i this Bill that = not. "only. "that coalt which is 

moſt conveniently. adapted to the ſupply of ſlaves, will be . 
from the trade, but there will be a total impoſſibility of purſuing, 
with any effect, the reſt of che trade to the ulterior parts of the 
coaſt: this will be the immediate, neceſſary, and inevitable conſe- 
quence of the, prohibitian. meant to. attach on the Windward, and 
indeed upon the whole coaſt of Africa, between the Windward 
Coaſt and the Mediterrancan,, the whole of which is ſevered from 
the trade. by this Bill: it ſeyers from it a full third, in extent, of 
coaſt, or if leſs i in ſpace. than tbat proportion, it ſevers at leaſt one 
third of the whole. valyable means. of, ſupply . for, this trade; for 
it not only deprives the Weſt. India illands, which depend upon 
this trade for their ſupply. « of negroes, of one third of ſuch ſupply 
in point of number, but. it deprives them of much more than A 
third in point of, value; as the negroes, on the Windwaard Coaſt 
are beſt accommodated by nature and by habirs, to field and other 
labour ſimilar to that! in which they are occupied W hen removed to 
the Weſt Indies: it likewiſe ſtands recommended as peculiarly fit to 
be the place from whence ſlaves ſhould be taken; on account of its 


greater proximity to this country; 3 and it is rather extraordinary that 
F i Fo "73 #\ 1 1 LLAJ 
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9 
it ſhould bave eſcaped the friends of humanity, who have, no doubt 
from the pureſt and moſt benevolent motives, ſo ſtrongly inte- 
reſted. themſelves in ſupport of this Bill, that the paſſage of 
ſlaves from the Wind ward Coaſt is ſhorter by one half than their 
conveyance from either Angola, Bonney, the Bight. of, Benin, or 
any other part of the coaſt from which ſlaves are conveyed. If 
therefore an humane attention to the condition of the ſlave be the 
real operating motive with them, and not a purpoſe of only crip- 
pling and deſtroying . the trade, ſurely the intereſts of humanity 
would be beſt; conſulted by allotting to the ſlave the ſhorteſt, and 
moſt convenient tranſit. to the place of his deſtination ;—and yet the 
diſtance from the country about Cape Mount and Cape Palmas 
to the Weſt India iſlands, compar: with that from Bonney, the 
Biete of Benin, Angola, and the ot ir places from whence ſlaves 
are taken, conſtitutes a difference in the length of voyage from one 
month to eight or nine weeks; and. every body Who has yet con- 
ſidered the ſubject knows, that if there be any circumſtance in the 
trade which requires particular improvements, and upon which 
one pauſes with particular regret, it is upon the i inconveniences that 
naturally may, and indeed inevitably muſt, be endured in the courſe 
of the middle paſſage. And yet it is the direct and poſitive 
effect of this meaſure—T, do not ſay it is the intention of the 
promoters, of it, becauſe. I ſuppoſe ſuch honourable perſons can 
have none but the moſt virtuous and humane intentions; but I am 
nevertheleſs. - warranted, on behalf of the Petitioners, to ſtate, 
that the inevitable effect of this miſguided policy will be to 
lengthen the voyage in the proportion. I have mentioned, and by 
that means to enhance all the inconveniences. which theſe unfor- 
tunate perſons. endure in the courſe of their conveyance : : "inſtead 
therefore of conſidering it as a meaſure of humanity, it appears 
to me to have a direct and. miſchievous tendency to augment unne=- 
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cefitily the ſultkings of our frlowecreatütes; and if I ebuld be 
heard on their behalf, 1 Would, as ccunfel on behalf” of the aggre- 
gate body of inhabitants of the cbaſt '68 Africa, earneſtly” contend 
a8 this Bill, and implore ybur Lordſhips wreſiet1 it wholly. It 
has not only the inconvenience attending it of a prottucted length ef 
voyage, but it will difable the Püärties proſceuting this commerce 
from fupplying themſelves with the articles fitteſt for the fuſtenance 
of the negro in the courſe of his ſubſequent. conveyaace to the Weſt 
Indies; for it is from this very Windward" Coat; from whence we 
are propoſed to be interdicted, thit rice atid other neceſfary articles of 
proviſion for the flave-thips art” alone to be obtained? and not Oly 
perfons who mean to acqufre aves there, but all other perſons 'who 
may bappen to ben flaves, fc qufted on other Parts ef tlie obaſt. are 
interdicted from coming within five leagues of the prohibited ſhore, 
though for the mere purpoſe of obtaining a neceſſary” ſupply of food 
for thoſe flives.* Beſides,” there is a further ineonvenience, 
will be the neceffary refult of this Bill-iF/it-paffes into à law—thatie 
will diſable from the ſafe proſecurion of the voyage all perſons going) 
beyond the Windward Coaſt to any further part of Africa; for I a 
able to prove by the fulleſt evidence at your Lordfhips? bar, that it 
is abſolutely neceſſary” for perſons. going to any parts of the coaſt 
which are reſorted to for the purpoſe of obtaining ſlaves, to core 
within a near diſtance of the land, indeed to come clofe in With it, iu 
ſome part of the Windward Coaft between Cape Mount and Caps 
Palmas, from the whole of which line of coaſt the African trader is 
to be, interdicted by this Bill; for without coming ſo near the land as 
will enable them to know their bearings, without coaſting for a con- 
ſiderable way along it, and even in many inſtances without having 
actual communication with the natives on ſhore (which is effected 
by making ſignals to them, in conſequence of which they come off 
in their boats), it is elbe for the failor to know where he is 
I . ſituated, 
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PETE AP TEIN" longitude, and IPA flat a ſhore as the 
Windward Coaft is, to ſteer clear of the dangerous point of Cape 
Palins with any degree of cortainty or ſafety. To preclude all per- 
ſons engaged in the ſlave- trade, as ihis Bill attempts to do, from 
coming within flo leagues of that part of the coaſt of Africa, would 
be'ts (oblige every man proſecuting his voyage to the Leeward Coaſt 
of Africa, to profecute it at the rifk of ſnipwreck, and all the horrid 
ebnſequences of ſuch u: Ccalamity; and it this will be the effect of 
the intendeſ prohibitton ſhall'prove by many perſons converſant iti 
be trade, ho Have made the voyage repeatediy, and who will agrer 
in telling your Lordſhips, that unleſssthey are allowed a liberty of 
Keely” 15 the eohſt Of Mfrica within the limits now meant to he in- 
terdicted chem they catmot proſecute the remainder, of eggs voyage 
with a an degree of fafety-or ear nom SWitvoview 
Vorl IE01 ; fron tg No Tart | 2141 mot 2201220 beihaud Sid bas oy? 
Ju Boetx chele poſnts. ö hieb ur lenällyomalde the ſubject Same 
iff/thePetticaref the Merchants of Liverpool, and of the Merchants 
trading to the West Indies: df ſubmit, affardi pregnant matter of 
objection to this Bill on the ſcore of numanity and of national policy, 
as well as on the ſcore of th private intereſt of individuals, which 
wilt be facrificed! thereby. Idol not know whether I ſhould be 
cot rect in addtefſing tocybur Edrdftiips, arguments founded bn conſir 
derations of more genetal poliey , but confining, myfeif within a 
narrower range, and adverting only to th effects which it will have 
o the immediate intereſt of che flavt-thader, I fee a voyage increaſed 
and lengthened from fob to cight werles, with an accumulation of 
expenſe thiswni upon the trade, and an acbumulation of ineun- 
venienee and diſcomſotr heaped? upon the objects of the traffic, 
WHORE A Fer N * ee r re, them. 
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andthe other part of it rendered almoſt, if not wholly, impractica- 
-ble; and, at the hi ' time,;theperſons, fitteſt', for the condition 
aſſigned to negroes, beth! in the: middle paſſage, and on their arrival 
in the Weſt Indies, are to be excluded from it. Every body that is 
acquainted with Africa. and the Weſt Indies, knows that the Wind- 
ward Coaſt ſlave requires infinitely leſs training to fit him for the 
buſineſs of that life n / which che is occupied on his arrival in the 
Weſt Indies, than the ſlave of any other diſtrict or deſcription, with 
the exception of a few ſlaves on the Gold Coaſt only; and to exhibit 
to your Lordſhips'- view, as ſtrongly as it can be, the ſuperior 


docility and uſefulneſs of theſe ſlaves, witneſſes will be called to your 


Lordſhips“ bar, who will tell you, that with no more than eleven or 
twelve white men on board, they have taken in cargoes of between 
two and three hundred negroes from this part of the coaſt; that they 
have trained them to the uſe of ſmall arms, have made them uſeful 
aſſiſtants in working tlie guns, and handing and managing the ropes 


_ and/fails of the ſhip, inſomuch that they have ſuſtained; very ſevere 


offenſive and defenſive operations againſt the enemy, by the kill, 
fidelity, activity, and valour of / theſe! ſlaves, who if they were 
treated in the way we have been deſired to believe they are treated, it 
is impoſſible to believe that they would not, from mere motives of na- 
tural revenge, have turned their weapons upon their oppreſſors, and 


have uſed them for the deſtruction, inſtead of the defence, of the 


perſons who had thus armed them; and yet your Lordſhips will 
find theſe men have fought manfully. vigorouſly, zealouſſy, and 
effectually, by the fide of the ſla ve: maſter, and have at laſt carried 
off their veſſels in ſafety from the dangers which had ſurrounded and 
menaced them. This has happened in many inſtances in reſpect to 


fla ves from the Windward and Gold Coaſts ; I ſtate it however at 
| preſent, only to ſhow the ſuperior fitneſs of the ſlave of this part of 


the 
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the coaſtfor. the condition and uſes of liſe to Which he is deſtined; 
at the ſame time that it refutes a great deal of what has been; I will 

venture to ſay. moſt calumniouſly ſtated reſpecting the treatment of 
theſe perſons in the courſe of their paſſage to the Weſt' Indies. 


A great object profeſſed to be fonght, and td be attainable through 
the medium of this Bill, is, the civilization and improvement of the 
inhabitants. of Africa. The Sierra Leone Company is ſuggeſted to 
have made; ſome advance towards: the attainment of this object; and 
it is ſuppoſed: that its further efforts for this puspote will be weakenetd 
and obſtructed if the ſlave- trade is not prohibited on this part of the 
coaſt, conceiving that this trade directly claſhes with the ſucceſs o 
thoſe efforts. I apprehend, however, that civilization im Africa ts 
only to be effected by the ordinary human means of African com- 
merce ; and that ſpecics of it which produces the largeſt ſy ſtem of 
connexion between man and man, which familiarizes them the moſt 
to one another, which has the greateſt effect in exciting and whetting 
the activity of the mind and paſſions, and in gi ving them a direction 
to objects of a general and intereſting nature, is that which moſt 
tends, in the firſt inſtanee, to produce that ruder ſtate of preparatory 
civilization, which muſt take place before man can be rendered capable 
of receiving even the elementary parts of common education, much 
more the higher leſſons of ſocial and moral duty. The ſavage! of 
the defert; muſt be taught firſt ts be a man and he can only be 
taught this leſſon, in any degree, by others who have already in 
ſome ſort learnt it: the only ſchool in which it ãs there learnt is the 
ſchoal of: commerce. Other branches of commerce in that county 
ara td minute and inſigniſicant to produce; much intertauiſe and 
cominumication bet ween, man ande mam; fo that the civilization 
wrhidh dan alone be attained in Africa by commerce, muſt be ſo 
thraughi fhe only nd. n.. e, and, ſufficiently. intereſting 
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commerce - which that country poſſeſſes; the flavestrade; aul I ven- 
ture to lay it down as a fundamental poſition, that it is impoſſible to 
carry on any ſpecies of commerce in that country with adequate ad- 
voantage, unleſs mixed with and aſſiſted by the trade in ſlaves. 


Truhe efforts which have been made (with the beſt intentions no 
| doubt) by the Sierra Leone Company, are puerile in the extreme; 
and at this moment that Company owes its preſervation and WOE 
to that which it has improperly regarded as its bittereſt enemy. R 
this moment the only conſiderable article of trade which they er 

is ivory, which is brought down on the heads and backs of ſlaves 
from the upper countries, and is thus immediately procured througn 
the medium of this very ſlave- trade; and even the ſlave: trade itſelf they 
ere indirectly concerned in; in another way, that is, by a barter of 
* ſlaue- goods for ivory; otherwiſe they could not hold even the _ 
35 _ and Weng ROE ney hy —_ F de wm Jour of Africa- 
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| | n „The- gentlemen * Gn a nn bade no means of 
purchaſing ivory, but what has been brought down the country in 
the manner I have deſcribed and the means of bringing it down 
would be wanting, if the ſlave did not bring both it and himſelf to 
the ſame market, at the ſame time. What I have ſaid of ivory 
|, holds equally true as to gums and other articles which conſtitute the 
| | other inferior branches of trade in Africa: but theſe articles are 


| Altogether of ſuch comparative inſignificance, that it is impoſſible 
|| for the whole trade of that country, if confined to them, to occupy 
more than one ſingle veſſel of three hundred tons: nay, the whole 
trade of Africa, excluſive of dying-woods and ſlaves, would not, 
I am told, occupy a veſſel even of that ſize,” and excluſive of flaves 
only, and including Cam-wood, gum, Malaguetta pepper; in ſhort, 
all the other articles that are ——_— and bought in Africa: bn 
> 4 theſe 
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theſe articles collectively (of which the dying-woods alone are 
a commodity of any conſiderable bulk), all of them, I underſtand, 
would not occupy more than ſix or ſeven veſſels. This has already 
been in evidence before your Lordſhips, when your Lordſhips: gave 
a long and laborious attention to this ſubject during a great number 
of ſittings in the years 1792, 1793, and part of 1794, when 1 had 
the honour of attending at your Lordſhips' bar. The evidence de- 
livered upon that occaſion is in print; and upon referring to that, as 
well as to the recollection I retain of the inveſtigation which took 
place at that period, I am ſatisfied that the trade, excluſive of ſlaves, 
will turn out to be of this limited nature; and that it would be 
perfectly impoſſible for any African trade at all to ſubſiſt, ſo as ade- 
quately to compenſate the adventurer, and therefore to be a trade at 
all worth continuing, without allowing him the opportunity of ac- 
quiring ſla ves; for, in truth, the other commodities of the country 
only come down with and as a kind of make-weight to the capital 
and only valuable trade in ſlaves. Then is this very valuable trade, 
occupying, as it does, ſuch a number of ſhi ps, giving ſuſtenance to 
ſo many thouſand individuals, . producing ſuch a large revenue to the 
country, giving ſuch means of ſecurity to the country and ſupply 
to its navy, as it does —is this valuable trade to be ſacrificed for the 
nominal benefit of a trading factory, ſo puny and ſo impotent, that 
if vo withdraw the. protection of the negto ſlave trade from it, it 
will expire in its own cradle ? It is impoſſihle that there, can remain 
a doubt, after the evidence I ſhall produee, in the mind of any 

Noble Lord, that this fickly trade owes its ſubſiſtence, protection, and 
the only meagre nouriſhment it has at preſent, to the very traffic 
which it ee Hin Lin. If Sor N 44 ehvect wil 
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612) 
the only party, as L have ſtated, who deprecates the paſſing of this 
Bill into a; Ia: the Merchants and Planters in the Weſt Indies 
feel, that they will theteby be cut off from their. beſt ſource and ſupply 


af fla ves. If humanity is for much alive and upon the watch to 


find out the inconvemieneĩes of this trade, it might as well have 
called 2 little difcretion to its aid q and if any part of the trade was 
cut off, have cut off that which was proſecuted writh moſt difadvan-' 
tage to the trader aud to the object of the traffic I mean the trade 
from the coaſts more remote; relatively both to this eoum ry and the 
Weſt Indies. This trade is neceſſarily carried on at à greater com- 


parative expenſe of labour and capital, with mere danger and in- 


corvertierice of navigation, than the trade to the Windward Coaſt; 
and if the trader is to be preeluded ar all, or any where (which I 
feriouſly deprecate), it ſhould de from Angoli and Hofediftemt parts, 
and not from the more proximate coat, as I may call it, both to 
chis countty and to the Weſt Indes. If there is to be an exclufion 
and ititerdrction of any part of the eoaſt of Africa from this traffic, 

reafon, policy, himanity;' alÞ demand that the part meant to be 
prohibited by this Bill ſhould” be the part leſt oper tothe traffic ; 
and that the. exeeption and exeluſion fhould attach upon the part 
meant to be refained! atrd pteſerved entire. 1 have alveaty" ſtated, 
ſupphies for the 
ulterior part of the voyage, im rice; aud many ocher articles capable 
only of being purchaſed there; and for aſcertaining the ſhipꝰs forr- 


| m the bearings of ehe cenſt, and the geen fe of lip 
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My Lords, a are not the only nation engaged its this: traffie. If 
we are to be excluded, into what hands does the trade fall ? It will 
Sete Hize 


that which we ave wantowly eaſti og frorm us As art idle thing” of H 


ft value, 


C43 ) 


value into the hands of thoſe who ate already in part occupying: it, 
but without the reſtraint; of any of thoſe humane proviſions in fa-. 


vour of the objects of the traffic, which have ſo laudably occupied 
the attention of the Legiſlature, in former ſeſſions, of Parliament. 
Can we: ſuppoſe, that when we have: left the; moſt advantageous 
ſituation for the acquiſition of ſlaves open to them, other nations 
would not ruſh; in, and, ſeige it as a vacant poſſeſſion ? And can we 
ſuppoſe, that the concerns of the Sierra Leone Company will be 
ſafer in the vicinity of ſuch, perſons, than of their fellow- ſubjects the 
native traders of Great Britain, who are meant to be nth from 
the Whole of this dent de ao at et bn OP | 
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There is no benefit 3 that can accrue to any. 6 being 
by this Bill, whether we conſider the condition of the ſlave himſelf, 

or that of the purchaſer: of the ſlave. The perſon who is to vend 
him in the Weſt, Indies; the perſons who are to purchaſe him there; 
we who are to conſume the produce of bis labour, when tranſmitted 
fromthe Weſt Indies; all—all of us will be paying a heavy and 
enormous tax for the increaſed expenſe incurred i in the exportation 
and conveyance. of ſlaves, during a lengthened voyage, without any 
advantage being forged tp the nt 9h; PUmagity; in any one Er 
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Ido. not know that upon this occaſſon it Tara falls 1 che 
line of my duty; to comment upon the immediate clauſes of the Bill 
as ſuch, inaſmuch as;; they may be altered and modified hereafter, 
but as the meang propoſed, i in theſe clauſes, for carrying the intended 
prohibition into effect; do more fully exhibit the; miſchief. of t the 
principle of the Bill, and; render it more dangerous, from the penalties 


and forfeitures Which follow in its train, I feel my {elf not only ar 


liberty, but required, to obſerves n upon them. The N 
it! 
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and are brought within theſe limits; become /inſtantlyftee ;> fo that 
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bition enacted in the very firſt claufe of the Act, W — 


extremely alarming and dangerous 1 for,” not only: ab negrovs WhO 
may have been purchafed on this coaſt, of elſewhere at fea, within 


five leagues of the coaſt, but any negroes who accidentally arrive, 


if a flave-ſhip fhall be driven by ſtrefs of weather of other accident, 
with any large number of flaves on board; and - if they! ſhall know 
of the proviſions. of this Bill (ſuppoſing it'Mouk pale inte a land 
they will inſtantly be inveſted with every right the freeſt man can 
claim or exercife,” and might juſtifiably riſe upon the perſons who 
ſhould attempt to reſtrain them in the enjoy ment 6f ther freedom. 
This is in the firſt ſection. It prohibits not only all trade in ſlaves 


within thoſe limits, but all property oi ownerfhip in them; for: this 


Bill has a larger ſcope and comprehenſion, In aue reſp, th than'f 
ever remember to have met with in any e other Profite bilp tee Fe 
+ ſhall not be Tawful to or for any Britiſtr WE of ſubje8ts/"1td 

„ buy or ſell, or otherwiſe acquire or transfer. of 7D EN. 
«as 2 Mie or llaves, within that part of the continent öffAHLCa 

„ which lies on the weſtern Hide of a line drawn from the ſduthi- 
— ernmoſt Point 'of Capi e Palinas, running due nortfi- of the faid 
it cape, or in any river, Fes oy þ6#r, Hen, NK. DE 


v 0d 1614213 


The ſecond ſection prohibits Britiſh ſubjects acquiring a property 
in ſlaves.” It fays, Tf any*perf6h mall be 6) force; fraud, or orber- 
wiſe, —Now every thing acquired, is acquired by farce, fraud, or 
otherwiſe ; that is, 17 15 acquired either by ' force or fraud, or it 7s 
net acquired by force or fraud. What meaning this /particular ſpe- 
cification of force, fraud, or otherwiſe,” is intended to convey 
I cannot well conceive : this alternative mode of acquiſition,” wiz. by 
rj it or Wrong, may be predicated of every thing that is 3 
poll lefled, from property of the higheſt value down to the _— 

ore 


© ws) 
koforg tines Theidftifays, % It ſhall not be law ful for any Britiſh 
ſubject or ſubjects to buy or fell, or otherwiſe acquire or transfer; 


6. on or poſſeſs, any: ſlave: brought from the prohibited, diſtrict .!? 
Of courſe, if he cannot be the ſubject of property in another perſon, 


ſuch negro is himſelf a freeman. Now, ſuppoſing in the iſland of, 


Jamaica, or any other: Welt | India iſland, it ſhall be brought to my 
knowledge, as a planter, that a negro, having nothing in his com- 
plex ion, dialect, or tone of voice, indicating the place of his birth 
or Which proved that he came from the weft of this ideal line to be 


draum from Cape, Palmas, had been in fact acquired as à ſlaye 


within the prohibited limits; how um I to act? That man is free, 
and it is à crime to coerce his ſervices. And by other proviſions 


in this Bill, if a perſon having a ſſave on board, Who has been pur- 


chaſed; within the prohibited diſtance, imports him, he imports him 
at the peril of the forfeiture aud loſs f his veſſel; for the Act, in 
the feventh/ ſect ion, ſays, 4 Any perſon Who ſhall knowingly and 
„ wilfully own or poſleſs any ſlave contrary to the prohibitions of 
the Act, ſhall forfeit 200/.*” But I knowingly and wilfully own 
and poſſeſs. a negro,” from the mement I RH. he ooines from a 
country in which the Legiſlature Has fuld, there Thall be ne property 
aequired in flaves! therefore, if 1 ik the owner?” knowingly | 
and wilfully, inthe Welt Indies; of/a"flave; hem had rio'Concerti 
in procuring within the prohibited limits; ; notwithſtanding I have 
acquired him cas ung roche notwithſtanding that I cannot get 
rid of hit Without putting Him to death; If db own him; and if V 
am the ſhip-owner beſides, the ſhip or veſſel, in Which he is imported 
into any of the Weſt India iſlands, is forfeited: and if I own or 
poſfeſs him, not being alſb the oer of che ip or veſſel, Lincur a 
penalty of 2000. Now, the latter is a x Petialty Which iris almoſt 
impoſſible" not to inctir. There is u p on in the latter part of the 
17 0 that if the” party ſhalf prove” that ſuch owning, "pbffcHfing, 
taking 
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the place and manner in which he was acquired; whom I bought; not 
but voluntarily ; not (inevitably, but in the exerciſe of my own free 


will and pleaſure upon the ſubject; how can I, thus eircumſtanced, 
bring myſelf within the terms of this exception? I ſubmit that I 


cannot, and unleſs I can prove that I acquired him originally, or 


retain him now, for the neceſſary preſervation of the ſlave, and that 
3 1 ee 1 He a Ach DER of the 2 mA 
of 200. $107 Ten Ab2R3tt vas 540 04% HL 
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My Tn 1 Gated to wort Lordſhips FW ip now, that 1 8 the 


honour to appear at your Lordfhips* bar on behalf likewiſe, of certain, 


perſons, who would be injured individually. by being precluded. from. 

acceſs to the coaſt where their property is depoſited, conſiſting of. 
large cargoes, of ſlaves belonging to them. And if this Bill paſſes 
into a law, as it will be criminal for them to go to thoſe places, they 
will of courſe be put out 15 with poſlbility; . ever 2 or 
| ſecuring that OY [3H 57:46 q nan Dito rinroo7) 5s rms 
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My Lord this . me to obſerva upon a Ws Shs cer- 


an puts the perſons,who apply to your Lordſhips, complaining 
of the loſs they ſuſtain by being precluded from acceſs to the coaſt, 
in | 9 en, of pere ede 12 object to the principle of this 
Ka Bill, 


\ 
1 


taking on board, 0 conveying, unſlipping endings or. 

bringing, was for the neceſſary preſervation of ſuch'ſlave or ines, a 
or was involuntary and for inevitable cate; "(ON it is to be admitted 
as a ne e N 3 OHDOT . 


the proprietor of a flave, whom I bought without any knowledge of 


for the neceſſary preſervation of the ſlave (for his preſervation was 
equally ſecure in the hands of his former maſter), not involuntarily; 


; \”9 5 
Bill, as 4 Bill holding but no /comperſition whatever for the toffes i | 
immedlatlly and tiecdlferil occaſions, b 5 own' proviſions.” ' The 
clauſe Which Thould held out cbmpenfation, às if drawn in 4 Fatt. 

| _— penmanthip,” bythe pet fond employed to draw it. "ſtops mort 
in n the middle: there is not a word in ths clauſe'that gives effectual 
boar nyt or the intans of obtaining it, to any mine! 
whatever extent LW indvidlad may be injured: YAY ee ved 
vintnoRs'! Ho trw gor e310 mi with JH "1/107 B 21 
It provides, W ſhalt and may be awful 4 for his Majeſty, 
<mderhis-fign: manual, to appoinr three commiſſioners, Who ſhall 
have power to receive and inveſtigate upon oath, which they are 
thereby authorized to adminiſter, any ſtatement of loſſes that may 
be ineurred in cotiſequenee of the operation of this Act, and Which 
1 flatemenits ſhall have been laid before them by any Britiſh ſubject 
or ſubjects poſſeſſing any factory or factories for ſlaves on that 
* par of Africa im Wich the trade in ſlaves is by this Ac prohi- 
«i: ited; or trading: for ſlaves to the faid part; and the commifſioners 
are hereby directed to lay before the Lords Eommiſſiotiers' of his 
© Majeſty's treaſury, and alſo before one of his Majeſty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, an account of the actual loffes which fhall 
«(app chr td them to have been foltained 45 afbfeflid, by ſuch Britiſt 
to fubject or fubjecks, with the evidence and vouchers authenticating 
the Tithe?" What then? When the commiſſioners ſhall have fo done, 

the party is not à whit nearer his compenfation. The Eords of the 
—.— ae not 1 y by this 2 to ihe 1 1th fingle . to le 
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this Bil to ms: a 1 Oi 15 of the * money to the ſatisfaction 
of any individual lofs; not only not empowered fo to appropriate, 
but not even called upon to adjudicate upon the ſubject: but it is only 
provided, that there ſhall be laid before the Lords of the Treaſury 
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55 the Bill do- more than wy 10 "Sou. Mr: Dawſon, of. Fun 
who are precluded from all acceſs to a property of 30, 000. left upon 
this · coaſt, as your petition ſtates, will have the, ſatisfaction of knowing 
that a ſtate of it will be laid before the eminent perſons already men 
tioned, and they may inveſtigate it if they pleaſe ; but, When they 
have done ſo, they have no power to relleve you This, therefore, 
is a Bill, which wholly deprives him of his property, without affording 
him the proſpect of any poſſible compenſation whatſoe vera it holds 
out no compulſory means of inveſtigation, been n 
* n whatſocver. EH ni ban 971591 07 1 SWOq OV * 
1811 col Yo-109caneft vob yaotimmbs o boss dete: 
4. { There. are other Jenks: in the. Bill Which hold. oft 8, Ata del 
temptation to ſſeize the property of per ſons ſuſpected ſto be engaged 
in what is hereafter to be deemed an illicit purehaſe of laves.;: Any 
perſon who ſeizes a ſhip, upon the alleged pretenee of ſuſpicion; of 
the ſlaves, on board being, Windward Coaſt negroes, and a ſimilitude 
in ſize, andi in the, form aud faſhion of ſthe body, in dialect and com- 
| plexion, with thoſe perfons, would lay a probable, cauſę of ſeiaure: 
much more ſo if the negroes found on board profeſſed, as they may 
eaſily abe induced to do, chat they are, natives of the prohibited. dif- 
trict. Theſe circumſtances vould-furgith at once a probable cauſe of 
ſeizure, and would acquit the ſeig ing party upon paying tWopence 
damages, and no coſts: and in this way will all the trade ĩth the goaſt 
of Africa —a trade, upon which:the, ſupply. of labourers, fax the Weſt 
Indies ſo- entirely: depends—a trade, upon Which the ſuhſyequent tranſ- 
miſſion of the produce of thoſg Wands to this country, and. the very 
large revenue obtained thereby, depends be at the merq ot the gapriee 
or the avarice of indemnified and, unamenal ble informers, This would 
ſurely, be t to expoſe the rights of private property, and, the greag 
Nui ler 3713 10 2010.1 9111 et biel 0 its FH 9101 1 156M national 
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national intereſts of 2 to a riſſæ, to which, I truſt, it will n not 
_— as ee * wiſdom and juſtioe e g ve 90 
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* 1 Adres os Pi Cliblerty: to Wy and contend, that kia wil be 


a miſchievous: ſacrifice to a ſhort- ſighted policy, and a miſconceived 


principle of humanity: that, ſuppoſing it had been reſolved, that 
i dine part of the trade ſhould be ſuppreſſed or curtailed, humanity 
itſelf would ſtruggle to retain, in preference, that part which:the 
Bill before your Lordſhips is intended to animhilate; it woulddabour 
to preſerve and ſeparate (if any muſt be ſeparated) the ſounder, tlie 


better, the more pructicable and more len ient: part of the trade, from 


that which äs, unavoidably and from natural cauſes only, an ſome 


degree leſs ſo. I think it will be evident to your Lordſhips, that if 


any part of this trade is to be ſuppreſſed (though, I truſt, none will 
be: ſo), it ouglit to be the part vchich is left, directly at leaſt; un- 
touched by the proviſions of this Bill. But, my Lords, the ab- 
lition of any part of it does not reſt upon any ſuch principles of public 


policy, or upon any ſuch real foundation of actual complaint upon 


the ſcore of humanity, as Wee ee your Wen [wiſdom in 
Eg dbcba meſure; be lo Htg Winunogqo 
naittiszl ad yd oben 9d yea a6 owl et 10 3 ae (11 Eolftoiqmi 
Art we now, by the omnipotence of an Acti of tlie Britiſh Le. 
giflature, to begin the mighty work of ialtering the condition of man 
from the form in hich it chas exiftedamiverſally in that part of rhe 
globe, from the time, I had almoſt ſaid, of the deluge, ſhorty 
however after that period, to the preſent hour? Are we to new - caſt 
and new- model the frame of the hole African world, to obtrude 
freedom on thoſe who have no knowledge of its bleſſings, or diſ. 


poſition to acquire it? And are we to effect this great change in any. 


degree by puny regulations, which can have no other immediate effect, 
than that of transferring the trade from one hand to another, by ſub- 
ſtituting 


ye SM 
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Aubing; foreign traders in the place of Britiſh traders, Which latter, 
independent of our national character of humanity, muſt of courſe 
carry on the traffic with leſs convenience to the negroes, on account 
of the abſence, in other countries, of thoſe humane proviſions, 
arhich this country, and the Houſes of Aſſembly in the Weſt India 
lands, in furtherance af the ſame policy, have made upon the ſubject? 
The trade which is meant to be partially aboliſhed by this Bill, has 
been carried on for near two centuries upon the ſolemmly plighted 
faith of the Legiſlature and Government of Great Britain, in a mul- 
titude of acts of Parliament and acts of ſtate; and this vaſt national 
concern and: traffic is to be pal ſied, on one ſide at lcaſt, in favour of 
2 Company, which; if it engroſſed all the other trade of Africa, in- 
dependent of the trade in ſlaves and dying- woods, coulth! occupy 
with it all not more than three hundred tons of ſhipping; and even 
that miſerable pittance of trade could not be ne without che aid 
of this very eee HA ic do anoilivon 7 2101 ary bonn! 
10H 'q 16 2alq 100129 £1544! a 0 1 Gf 55 10 og « N48 10 noml 
2 theſe grounds, without e your tanifhios longer, or 
detailing this ſubject more at lengtli] particularly as I ſhall have an 
opportunity hereafter, of endeavouring.-at leaſt to do away ſuch 
impreſſions in favour of this meaſure, as may be made by the learning 
and talents! of my friends WhO appear on behalf of the Sierra Eeone 
Company, I ſhall bring your' Lordſhips' preſent trouble to a cloſe, 
by calling the witneſſes I have alluded to in ſupport of the ſeveral 
facts] Rp 10 is! ele eh 81 (M4) 23: moin 5d: oly 
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